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THE GUIDING LIGHT FROM THE GROTTO

“) NATIONAL
ba’e Eycharistic

‘Y’ Revival

PENTECOST SUNDAY
JOHN 20:19-23 OR JOHN 15:22-27, 16: 12-15

LIVE OUT THE NEW PENTECOST

What does the word Pentecost mean to you? To many it
means the birthday of the Church, which began with the
Holy Spirit coming upon the Apostles and the Blessed
Mother. To some, it means the end of the Easter season.
To others it may be a day that just comes and goes without
any notice. As one woman wrote “this is how I felt until I
realized a week later that all the Easter decorations were
gone.”

As we celebrate Pentecost 2024 this Sunday, may we
recognize that Pentecost is a day that should not just come
and go but continues every day. The Holy Spirit that came
upon the Apostles in Acts 2 not only created the Church
but helps to sustain the Church throughout her lifetime
here on earth. We are the Church.

The Apostles, with the Blessed Mother, were praying,
fasting, and waiting for God’s promises to be
fulfilled. His promise was fulfilled by the descent and the
power of the Holy Spirit upon them. That same Spirit that
came upon the Apostles and Mary, came upon each of us
at our Baptism and Confirmation. We received the gifts of
wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge,
piety, and the fear of the Lord (wonder and awe). Now
we can listen to the Holy Spirit and follow His will in our
lives.

We continue to experience the Holy Spirit every time we
participate in the Mass, receive the Sacraments, open the
Scriptures, pray, share our faith, and witness our Catholic
faith to others. Do we embrace this?

“Saint Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and Pope
Francis have all spoken about the coming of and need for a
new Pentecost. As the world we live in grows increasingly
secular, as the number of people who know and experience
the love of Jesus Christ diminishes, it is our job as
Christians, as missionary disciples, to cry out for a new
Pentecost” (Catholic Apostolate Center 2023 ).

May we ask the Holy Spirit to fall afresh upon us so that
like the first Apostles we too will spread the Good News
of Jesus Christ to all we meet. The more we do this the
greater the witnesses we are and the less fear we
encounter.

You have an opportunity to witness your faith by stopping
down in the Church Hall this weekend and visiting any of

the numerous ministries we have in our parish. Join us for
our Ministry Fair after all the Masses. What is God calling
you to?

As a sign of the Holy Spirit’s presence on us this
Pentecost I am honored to Confirm Anthony Ruscillo,
Brandi LaRocca, and Brittany LaRocca at the 9:00 am
Mass today. Please pray for them and their sponsors as
they are our new Apostles who are to go out in the world
and proclaim the Good News. Thank you to the OCIA
TEAM who helped form and prepare them. See you in the
Church Hall this weekend!

Happy Birthday! Happy Holy Spirit Day! Happy
Pentecost! May God bless you and Mary keep you and
your families always. Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us!

F. Jim

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and
kindle in them the fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created.

And You will renew the face of the earth.

Let us pray

Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit, you have taught the
hearts of your faithful.

In the same Spirit help us to relish what is right and
always rejoice in your consolation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.




May our nurses be blessed
abundantly! We gathered to
pay tribute to these
extraordinary heroes on
May 7th during a deeply
meaningful Mass. Our
heartfelt thanks to all who
joined us in celebrating
their unwavering
dedication. Day in and day
out, they exemplify the
compassionate essence of
God's work!




Mass Schedule
Monday through Saturday
9:00 am and live-streamed

Weekend Masses
Saturday ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am,
10:30 am ~ live-streamed
12:00 pm, 5:00 pm

Confession
Saturday ~ 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm

Confessions will be heard behind the screen for the
protection of both the penitent and the confessor.

Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
65 Wright Avenue, Malverne, NY
Rev. James T. Stachacz
(516) 599-1269 ~ Fax: (516) 231-6750
fatherjim@ollchurchmalverne.org
Parish Website: OLLChurchMalverne.org

Pastor:

Parish Center: Jennifer Prizzi, Business Manager
Laura Larsen, Parish Administrative Assistant
(516) 599-1269
rectoryoffice@ollchurchmalverne.org
Parish Center Office Hours:

Monday to Friday:
9:00 am to 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Saturday and Sunday: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Music Ministry Team:

Tess Austin, Stephen Harth, and
Christine Solimeno
sharth5620@ollmalverne.org
Linda Baldacchino

Kevin Dieck

Rocco Bruzzese

Youth Director:
Maintenance:

Religious Education:
Mary Lasar, Director

marylasar@ollchurchmalverne.org
Marybeth Malone, Secretary
marybethmalone@ollchurchmalverne.org
(516) 599-7222
Religious Education Office Hours
Monday to Friday: 9:30 am to 3:15 pm ~ Parish Center
Tuesday & Wednesday: 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm ~ School
Saturday: 9:30 am to 10:30 am ~ School

School Office
Stephen Harth, Principal ~ sharth5620@ollmalverne.org
Magdalen Hamilton-Roldan, Administrative Assistant
(516) 599-7328 ~ Fax: (516) 231-1440
www.OLLMalverne.org

Mass Intgntions

Saturday, May 18th ~ Saint John I, Pope & Martyr
5:00 pm Living Intentions of Edwin & Grisleysi Ching
(1st Wedding Anniversary)

Sunday, May 19th ~ Pentecost Sunday

7:30 am Richard Ware, Sr. (d)
9:00 am Birdie Jean Maples (d)
10:30 am Living Intentions of Judith & Joseph Canzoneri
(61st Wedding Anniversary)
12:00 pm Richard Ruocco (d)
Alberto Rico (d)
Edward Costa (d)
Matthew & William Dittenhoefer (d)
Josephine Paniccia (d)
5:00pm Frank Hassett (d)

Monday, May 20th ~ The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the
Church

9:00 am Anna Lusardi (d)
Tuesday, May 21st ~ Saint Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and

Companions, Martyrs

9:00 am Rosemary Schwer (d)

Wednesday, May 22nd ~ Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious

9:00 am Rosa Prestigiacomo (d)

Thursday, May 23rd ~ Weekday
9:00 am Clairfilie Forestal (d)

Friday, May 24th ~ Weekday
9:00 am Andre & Marie Therese Fortunat (d)

Saturday, May 25th ~ Saint Bede the Venerable, Priest and Doctor

of the Church

9:00 am For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish

Harry Green (d)

Kevin Karl (d)

Angie Licausi (d)

Bill Serynek (d)

Living Intentions of Joann Tumminello
5:00 pm Kathryn Bradley (d)

Sunday, May 26th ~ The Most Holy Trinity

7:30 am For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
9:00 am Helen Magno (d)
10:30 am James J. Callahan 111 (d)
12:00 pm Florence Intrabartola (d)
Michael Levitt (d)
Eugenia Jeanne Napp (25th Anniversary) (d)
Salvatore Rivela (d)
Linda Wong (d)
5:00 pm Bobby Dunn (d)
Wedding Times

Fridays ~ 2:30 PM and 4:30 PM
Saturdays ~ 1:00 PM & 3:00 PM
Sundays ~ Ceremonies preferred




Our Lady of Lourdes

May 18th and
May 19th
after all Masses

Come see what our
Parish offers, and

what you can offer!

Please use the following check-off list to receive more information on any of these
Ministries available in our parish.

Please return this form by dropping it in the marked box in the back of the Church after Mass.
THANK YOU!

Name:

Address:

Phone:
E-Mail:

Preferred method of contact: [J E-Mail [JPhone [ Mail

(] 100th Anniversary

[ ] Altar Servers

(] Baptisms

(] Boy Scouts

(] Catholic Youth Organization (CYO)
(] Choir - Adult

[ Choir - Bells

() Church Bazaar

() Church Lectors

(] Church Ushers

(] Consolation Ministry

(] Eucharistic Ministers

(] Eucharistic Ministers - Homebound
(] Girl Scouts/Brownies

[ ] Homebound Ministry

(] Human Life Committee

(] Knights of Columbus

] Knitting/Quilting Ministry
] Legion of Mary

(] Meal Train Ministry

I Men’s Club

] Nocturnal Adoration

(] Order of Christian Initiation for Adults
(] Parent-Teacher League (PTL)
] Prayer Group

] Pre Cana

] Religious Education

] Rosary Altar Society

(] Scripture/Bible Group

(] St. Vincent DePaul Society
] Youth Ministry

] OTHER




In your prayers please remember the sick
and hospitalized members of our parish

Baby Fiona Keogh
John Barry
Rose Ciasulli
Kevin Connolly
Joe Dean
Marie Dineen
Rev. Richard Donovan
Deacon John Governale
Richard Governale
Joan Havern

Sue Kielson
Jeanette C. Larsen

Michael Malone
Joseph Manno

Paul McGregor
Emily Parini
John Rotondi
Bill Vogric
Kurt Werber

The names will remain for six consecutive weeks unless
the Parish Office is notified.

Banns 11

Michael Waddell ~ Christ the King R.C. Church
Commack, NY
and
Erin Stackowitz ~ Our Lady of Lourdes,
Malverne, NY

Grant eternal peace to those whom You
called unto Yourself, O Lord.

Dorothy Gardner
Eugene Summers

Bulletin Reflection

Today we celebrate Pentecost, the day the Holy Spirit
came upon the apostles.

Pray for Priests

glory and the salvation of souls. Amen.

Sunday Rev. Antony Asir
Monday Rev. Joseph Davanzo
Tuesday Rev. Christopher Sullivan
Wednesday Rev. Liam McDonald
Thursday Rev. Steven Maddaloni
Friday Rev. Christopher Heller

Saturday Deceased Priest and Deacons

God, our Father, please send us holy priests, all
for the Sacred and Eucharistic Heart of Jesus,
all for the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of
Mary, in union with St. Joseph. We pray that
the Blessed Mother wrap her mantle around
your priests, and through her intercession strengthen
them for their ministry. We pray that Mary will guide
your priests to follow her own words, “Do whatever He
tells you.” (Jn 2:5) May your priests be holy, filled with
the fire of Your love, seeking nothing but Your greater

Reflection for Next Sunday
The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
May 26, 2024

First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:32-34,39-40
Second Reading: Romans 8:14-17
Gospel Reading: Matthew 28:16-20

Through the Spirit, we have been adopted as children of God.
Family Connection

The Solemnity of the Holy Trinity invites us to
remember that God has revealed himself to us as one God in
three Persons. As Jesus departed from his disciples, he shared
with them the power to make disciples of all nations. He taught
his disciples to invite others to share in the life of the blessed
Trinity by sharing with others the gift of Baptism. This continues
to be the mission of the Church. Each of us who has been
baptized shares in the life of the blessed Trinity and also shares
in the Church’s mission of inviting others to share in God’s love.

As you gather as a family, bring out pictures and other
mementos of family celebrations of the Sacrament of Baptism.
Talk about the significance of Baptism with your family. Read
together today’s Gospel, Matthew 28:16-20. Notice that Jesus
taught his disciples to baptize all nations in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. What else does
this remind you of? (the Sign of the Cross) Recall that whenever
we pray the Sign of the Cross, we are reminding ourselves that
we are united with God through our Baptism and share in the
life of the blessed Trinity. Conclude by thanking God for sharing
his life with us. Pray together the Glory Be to the Father.
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Our National

EMIVAU S

Moment

Be A Part Of It!

Throughout the National Eucharistic Revival,
NATIONAL local communities are gathering in response

‘ -‘ ot to God’s invitation for revival, calling on the
Eucharistic Holy Spirit to bring the flame. In keeping with

‘A’ Revival this vision, the National Eucharistic
Pilgrimage will accompany Jesus from city to
city, lighting hearts on fire along the way. Then, at the National Eucharistic

Congress in July 2024, all these flames will blaze together.

Join with our own Fr. Jim of Our Lady of Lourdes and
Fr. Tony from St. Thomas the Apostle on

Monday, May 27t

On Monday, May 27, join the "Brooklyn Segment” of the Pilgrimage. We will leave West
Hempstead train station at 7:00 a.m. {7:03 to be exact). When we get off at Atlantic
Terminal, Brooklyn, we will walk to Saint Charles Borromeo Church and join all the other
pilgrims there. From Saint Charles we will go to Mother Cabrini Park for prayer. Then on
to Sacred Heart-St. Stephen Church-St. Mary Star of the Sea Church. From there we will
go to Holy Family - $t. Thomas Aquinas Church then to St. Michael Church, Our Lady of
Angels Church - St. Andrew Church and finally down to Pier 62 to Dorothy Day Ferry
and Metuchen pier by 3:30 p.m. Our day's journey will take us through Brooklyn Heights,
Cobble Hill, Carroll Gardens and Park Slope.

Throughout the day, we will stop, pray, have adoration and be with believers and brothers
and sisters. And the costis FREE!

To register to join Fr. Jim and Fr. Tony for the Eucharistic Pilgrimage, please go to:
https://www.stawh.church/headlines/364-be-part-of-something-grand

For more information on the Eucharistic Pilgrimage, please go to:
https://www.eucharisticpilgrimage.org/
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Upcoming Events

Thursday, June 20
Mommas House Baby Shower
7:00 pm ~ Church Hall
Please bring a baby gift
(Girl, Boy or Both)
and
YOUR favorite baby picture

Thrift Shop
The Thrift Shop is open every Wednesday
9:30 am - 2:30 pm and the 1st and 3rd Saturday
of every month 9:30 am to 12:30 pm

END OF YEAR SALE!

Starting May 29th fill a bag of unmarked clothes
for $10. All decorative cut glass and Lenox
items will be sold at half price.

The Thrift Shop will be closing June 26th for
the summer. Thank you for all your support
and donations.

Have a happy and joyous summer!

All Rosary Altar Society Members

As a group, please try to attend 10:30 am Mass
on the first Sunday of each month.
The first few rows by the Blessed Mother Statue
will be roped off.

Our Parishioners
Serving in the Military

]
P~~~ Please keep all our Military and

Support Personnel in your prayers, especially:

United States Army

Major Thomas Barrett

Spec Lotachukwu Okoye

Spec Tucker Andrew Peterson
2nd LT Katherine L. Macaluso

United States Nav
LT Geoff Hendrick

LCDR Ryan Patrick Mahon
LCDR Tara Mahoney

United States Air Force United States Marine Corps
1st Lt. William F. Cosgrove L Cpl Kristofer Katzenberger
PFC Joseph M. Macaluso LT Sam Olive

“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless
acts they perform for us in our time of need. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. Amen.”

Please let us know if any of our Military and Support Personnel have
returned home safely, so that we may update our prayer list.

A donation to our church is a beautiful way to
remember, honor or give thanks for loved ones.

Church Flowers:
Altar Flowers: $100 Tabernacle Flowers: $60
Flowers by Blessed Mother Statue: $30
Flowers by St. Joseph Statue: $30

Memorials
Altar Bread: $25 ~ Altar Wine: $25
Sanctuary Lamp: $25

An acknowledgement of your donation
will appear
in the Sunday bulletin.
No flowers during the Advent and
Lenten seasons only.
Memorials available throughout the year.

Please come to the Parish Center to make arrangements.

Parish Missien Stalement
We, the panish family of Qun ‘CLady ef ‘Cewrdes, ane
a fauth-gilled pesple whe welcome all te join us
a3 we listen te the Weord of God and celebrate
the Euchanist tegethen. We encounage each ethen te gion
in Chuist as we use eun Ged-given gijts te
asewe the pesple of oun communily.
tveugh eun Pateness, Qun Cady ef ‘Cewrdes, aund
we atnive to imitate hen chanity cnd leve
in making the will ¢4 Ged eun ewn.




St. Vincent de Paul Society

Today as we celebrate Pentecost the Holy
) Spirit wants to make us advocates of God’s
- presence to bring new life to others, especially
%4 those who do not know the love of God in their

Y lives.

This month, through your gifts, the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul was able to bring the love of
God to the poor by assisting families, providing in
food, for utility and rent bills, etc. Thank you!

We will now be making home visitations for
those in need of our services.

Please contact us at rectoryoffice@ollchurchmalverne.org
or call (516) 599-1269

Food Pantry

Spaghetti/Pasta, Progresso, Campbells, and Ramen Soups,
Canned Fruit, Jelly, Rice A Roni, Canned Carrots, Canned
Spinach, Bathroom Tissue

The Altar Bread and Altar Wine
have been donated in memory of
James Gilligan

Requested by
The Andrews Family

The Flowers by The Blessed Mother
Statue have been donated
in loving memory of

Andre & Marie Therese Fortunat

wy ko
A
ey Requested by
" Marie M. & Huguette Fortunat

Altar Server Schedule
May 18th ~ May 19th

Saturday: 5:00 pm: Brian P. Guiheen
Abigail Guiheen

Sunday:  7:30 am: Mary Kate Sussman
Meghan Sussman
AnnMarie Sussman
9:00 am: Gigi Barton
Mea Barton
10:30 am: Melody Spring
Cian Walsh
12:00 pm: RKIin Kenne
Charlie Lawler
5:00 pm: Ronin Alger
Grace Alger
WEEKLY OFFERINGS
Budget 5/12/24 5/14/23
Weekly
Collection $13,476  $13,353 $14,492
Ascension 5/9/24 $2.,475

The Flowers by St. Joseph'’s Statue
have been donated in
loving memory of

Rosemary Hoppenhauer

Pro Life Corner

Say a special prayer for women who have had abortions.
Pray that these mothers may come to peace
with God themselves and others involved in
the abortion decision.

Supporting Our Parish
In these challenging times, special gratitude is expressed to

those who are able to support Our Lady of Lourdes Parish.

Ways to Give

In Person: At Mass during the collection or dropped
off at the Parish Center.

By Mail: Mail to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,
65 Wright Avenue, Malverne, NY 11565

Online: Using PayPal or Credit Card for fast &
secure contribution, visit:

www.ollchurchmalverne.org
(Will be reflected the following month)




American Legion
Malverne Post 44

The American Legion Malverne
Post 44 will be distributing
Poppies after all Masses this
weekend for our Veterans.
Thank you for your support!

Rev. Mr.
Dennis Gannon

Rev. Mr.
Joseph Lettieri

Let us pray for the two men who will be ordained by
Bishop John O. Barres to the Holy Priesthood of Jesus
Christ on Saturday, June 8, 2024 at 11:00 a.m. in the
Cathedral of St. Agnes in Rockville Centre.

r live on Catholic Faith Network (CFN). It will be replayed later that evening at

lable on Optimum channel 29/137, Verizon FiOS TV channel 296, and Charter
Spectrum channel 162/471 throughout the New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut area. CFN is also
available on select cable and satellite systems and through live stream on cfntv.org. You may also view
CFN on Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android, or by downloading the CFN iOS mobile app at the
app store by searching “Catholic Faith Network” or “CFN”.

‘f\? POWERED BY OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS + DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

St. Monica’s
Intercessory & Special
Needs Prayer Group

As we are made in God’s image,
so may we live in God’s
Likeness.

Saturday, May 25th 2024

Come pray for those you love to
“Come Home to the Catholic Faith”

All Are Welcome

IN THE CHURCH HALL AFTER 9 AM MASS

Together we will pray for the
conversion of all God’s children, by
entrusting them to God Our Father,

through the intersession of Our
Blessed Mother and St. Monica.

We also pray prayers for those with
special needs.

For further information contact:
Peg Hannan 887-3390

Join us in prayer in the Church Hall every
4th Saturday or list the names of those that
you would like us to pray for, return to
the Parish Center or place in the
collection basket:
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The Marcus family wishes to
announce with deep sadness the

LECTIO

DIVINA passing of
® Lectio
 Meditetia Anne Marcus
e Oratio
. Join Bishop Andrzej . .
% [Somenplans For Scripture Reflection Series A Funeral Seerce WIH be held at
on St. THOMAS the APOSTLE - Part Il thch & Bruns Funeral Home
Wednesday, May 22, 2024
2t 7:30 pm - ZOOM webinar. 34 Hempstead Avenue, Lynbrook
Bible Study Verse 5 1 6_599_3600
APOSTLE THOMAS .
Touching the Present Lord Wake Date & Tlme
Gospel of John 20. 19-31 Sunday, May 19, 2024
Encountering the Risen One 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Service will take place at 3:30 pm

Registration is required in order to receive the ZOOM
link to each session.
Please contact the Western Vicariate office with your
name, parish, email address and phone number.
Send your email to:

westernvicariate@drvc.org
or call Suzanne at 516-744-6850.

Please keep her family in your
thoughts and prayers during
this difficult time.

Enle ring Canaan

Day of Prayer & Healing

for those suffering from a past abortion

Saturday
June 22, 2024
Come begin your healing

journey!

His mercy and peace is

waiting for you!

for confideniial reservaiions

== call.Joanne c. 516-047-56363

—

; gl Sponsored by.

i - ihe Life Cenier of Long Island
. LLed by Theresa Bonopariis 7
Co-developer of Eniering Canaan &
o Direcior of Lumina/hope & healing afier
www.enieringcanaan.com aboriion
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This Week at OLL Parish

Monday, May 20

11:30 am......OLL School Teachers......ccccueees Parish Center Dining Room
4:30 pm......... Cub Scout Troop 24 Church Hall
5:30 pm......... Brownie Troop 2101 Church Hall
7:30 pm......... Boy Scout Troop 24 Church Hall

Tuesday, May 21

9:30 am SVDP Parish Center Room #2
11:30 am.......OLL School Teachers........cccouweee Parish Center Dining Room
1:30 pm......... Scripture Sty .eeeeneeeeeeeee Parish Center Dining Room
7:15 pm.......... CoDA Parish Center Room #2
7:30 pm......... Liturgy Meeting Church Hall

7:30 pm......... St. Vincent De Paul Society Parish Center Dining Room

Wednesday, May 22

9:30 am - 2:30 pm RAS Thrift Shop
11:30 am.......OLL School Teachers........cccouees Parish Center Dining Room
2:45 pm....... Cub Scout Troop 24, Bear Den ........eeermeeennns Church Hall
6:00 pm.......... Cub Scout Troop 24, Webelos L.....ccowweeerereersnnnes Church Hall
7:30 pm AA Parish Center Dining Room

Thursday, May 23

11:30 am......OLL School Teachers.......ccowcuuune. Parish Center Dining Room
4:15 pm......... GS Troop 2449 Church Hall
6:00 pm.......... GS Troop 2330 Church Hall
7:00 pm.......... Knitting Club .ccceeeeeceeeeeeeeceennns Parish Center Dining Room
Friday, May 24

9:30 am SVDP Parish Center Room #2
7:30 pm AA Parish Center Dining Room

Saturday, May 25
9:30am St Monica’s Group

7:30 pm AA

Church Hall
Parish Center Dining Room

Sunday, May 26

Happy Memorial Day Weekend!

Religious Education News

May Events

Saturday and Sunday, May 18th and 19th is the Ministry
Fair. Please stop by the Religious Education booth and
learn how just one hour a week can foster our students’
relationship with God. We are looking for Catechists,
Hall Monitors, and Teacher Assistants.

7th Grade Confirmation Preparation Students:
We are approaching the end of our Religious Education
year. This is a firm reminder that many of you owe us
Mass sheets and service sheets for this year. Please
submit all outstanding paperwork to the Religious
Education Office no later than JUNE 7th, 2024. If you
are not aware of what is owed to the Religious Education

Office, please contact us immediately. If your first year of
Confirmation Preparation is incomplete, you cannot begin
your second year of preparation.

Re-Registration for 2024/2025 Religious
Education Program

Re-registration forms will be mailed to our families who
are currently participating in our Religious Education
Program. Please complete the form and return it to us at
your earliest convenience. If any changes need to be
made, please update the form accordingly. If you are
joining our program for the first time, please contact
the office at (516) 599-7222 or email us at
ollreled@gmail.com for specifics regarding Religious
Education and for a NEW RE-REGISTRATION

FORM.

"Religion and Rock"

Tune into “Religion and Rock” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun
on Sunday from 7:00 am—8:00 am on WBAB 102.3
FM or 95.3 FM on Long Island’s East End. Listen on
Saturdays at 11:00 pm on Sirius Radio,
Channel 159, the Catholic Channel and
at 11:00 pm on XM Satellite, Channel
117. Next Sunday’s theme isf@
“Remembering” Don’t miss it!

Diocese of Rockville Centre
Catholic Ministries Appeal 2024 Parish Totals
Goal: $75,000.00 ~ Pledges: $42,230.00
Donors: 107 ~ Payments: $30,849.00

All parishioners are invited to volunteer to be a part of the
offertory procession at the Mass which you attend. This may
be especially appropriate if the Mass is being
offered for a relative or friend. Please see one of
the Ushers before Mass begins to make your
intention known.
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Our Lady of Lourdes School

Weeklv Newsletter

oLLcs WE/[: LOUREES
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Our Middle School Kickball League has been competing since April
29. They are gearmg up for their last game at Field Day on May 20.

Mother/Son
Sports Night!
Moms and sons
competed in
many fun races
and relays! A
great fun filled
night!




Easter Flowers donated in Loving Memory of... Antonio & Maria Castela by Mrs. Maria Amoroso * :
Ann & Bart Varsalona, Anna Artim, Peter Artim, Helen & Vincent Esposito, Gen Artim, & Alfred Grammatico |
W by Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Artim * Dolores & Al Grant, Helen & Charles Baren, Carl & Lois Baren, Catherine |
Whalen by Miss Ann Baren * Ida & Tony Codoluto, Jospeh Shortt, Fannie & Sam Barone * Barrett & Esoff :
Families by Mr. & Mrs. Brian Barrett * Stella Zielonka, Angelina Barzyz, Mary Strack by Mr. & Mrs. Anthony !
Barzyz * Chris Behan, Ellen & John Egan, Maurice & Marie Behan, Leena Behan by Kathleen Behan * Emma & |
Joseph Benes by Miss Carol Benes * Tommy Boffardi by Julie Boffardi & Family * Kathryn Bradley, Francis :
Bradely Sr., Patricia Burns Maggie, Alfred Maggie, Thomas Patrick Maggie by Mr. & Mrs. Francis Bradley, Jr * |
A Mary & John Moran by Mr. & Mrs. Frank Brescia * Guy Buonomo Sr., Angelina Marino, Antonia Maria, Rose & |
[ Joe La Salvia by Mrs. Evelyn Buonomo * John & Elizabeth Teale, John & Catherine Byrnes, Beatrice Young, :
I Don Teale by Mr. & Mrs. John Byrnes * Leonard & Calvo Families by Mr. & Mrs. John Calvo * Frank Cangiano by Mr. & Mrs. Frank Cangiano * |
: Sophie & Anthony Canzoneri, Grace & Edmund Deller, James J. Callahan, Rosalia & Giuseppe Raimondi, Louise Sweeney, Mary Deller by Mr. & |
| Mrs. Jospeh Canzoneri * Kathleen Kelly, Jim Carew, James Carew by Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Carew * Delplato & Carpinelli Family Members by Mr. :
: & Mrs. Gerardo Carpinelli * Mary Catherine Murray, Therse Colford, Joan & John Casey, Rosena Marley, Bill Davis, Dolly & Patricia Murray, !
: William & Colin Murray by Mr. & Mrs. James Casey * Concetta Dalmeto, Carmela & Luigi Guarriello, Salvatore & Sara Dalmeto, George, |
I Josephine, Mary & Joseph Questore, Theresa & Pasquale Chiafari, Angela & Anthony Mannino, Angelina & Giuseppe Chiafari by Mr. & Mrs. :
- Jospeh Chiafari * James Handlin, Wenger family, Handlin family, Bob Church & family by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Church * *Vincent Gerbino by Ms. I
: Vincenza Cimino * Giuseppina Cirelli by Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Cirelli * Domenick & Angelina Iadevaio, Anthony , Amalia & Barbara Ann|
I Iadevaio, Julia Composto, Louis Rich, Frank Rao, August Trinchese, Frances ladevaio by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Composto * Collins & Connolly
: families, Nancy Cafferty, Carmen Qxhorn by Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Connolly * Enrico Corrado & family by Mrs. Gerardina Corrado * Pat & Don !
: Hopkms Michael Hopkins, Catherine & Frank Cotov by Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Cotov * Marie Dugan, Jack Cullen, Lucy Benenati Dignoti by Mr. & |
| Mrs. Brian Cullen * William & Mildred Chilson, William & Mary Dean by Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Dean * Nasta family members, DeGrace family :
i members by Mr. & Mrs. John De Grace * DellAnno & Bellacosa families, Mary Lennon by Mr. & Mrs. Richard Dell'Anno * Michael Boccia, !
: Pasqualina Pagano by Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Devivo * Guillermina and Manuel Buritica by Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Diaz * Victor Brotons, Elizabeth |
I Brotons, Antoinette Diaz by Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Diaz * Dominick Del Carpine, Carla Del Carpine by Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Dougherty * Marie :
Dugan Thomas Dugan, Martin Dugan, Eileen Dugan, Lucy Benenti, Mary Pratt, Harry Pratt, Thomas Benenti, Eileen Filla, Joseph McGark, Frank !
Frlls by Mr. Thomas Dugan * Gorzelski, Dull & Kosiba families by Miss Halina Dull * Vincenza Napolitano & Jean Earvolino by Mr. Thomas |
I Earvolino * Carol & Anthony Eduardo, Jeanette & Arthur Edwards, Pat Carbone by Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Edwards * McDonald & Essner families by
i Mr. & Mrs. Warren Essner * Gene Fanelh by Jo Anne & Andrew Fanelh * Mr. & Mrs. Louis Bassi, Mr. & Mrs. William Farrington by Mr. & Mrs. |
: Raymond Farrington * John H. Fernandez Jr, James Ferry, Maryann Ferry by Mrs. Elizabeth Fernandez * Deceased members of the Florentino & |
! Mandato families, Deceased members of the Lucana & Gadler families by Mr. & Mrs. Dominick Florentino * Louis Forte, Dorothy Forte, Angelo :
i Zammit, Theodore Zammik by Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Forte * Vincenza Campbell, Chris Siatba Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Fredericks * Rienzo & Fusco I
: Families by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fusco * Charles & Eileen Schenck by Mr. & Mrs. John Gavigan * Jo-Anna Gecewicz by Mr. Michael Gecewicz * |
I Monica Gelo, Mary & Settimio Gelo, Dolores & George Lowenhaupt by Charles Gelo * William Gorman by Mrs. Gorman * Joseph & Helen Gray;, :
Charles & Jeanne Strype by Mr. & Mrs Gray * Anthony Greco, Rizzuto, Abatamarco, & Greco families, friends and loved ones by Mr. & Mrs. ! I
Anthony Greco * Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Yablonski, Mr. & Mrs. Louls Gregory by Mr. & Mrs James Gregory * Mary Caratelli, Julius & Ann Guthoff, |
I Louis Caratelli, Sheila Friend by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Guthoff * The deceased members of the Hanson Family by Patricia Hanson * Dolores Lutz & :
i Patrick Heaney by Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Heaney * Chester & Stersia Osowiecki, Mabel Hellwinkel, MaryAnn & Ron Hellwinkel, Ozieczck &!
: Osowiecki by Mr. & Mrs. Martin Hellwinkel * Eck Family, Hoffmann Family by Rosemary Hoffmann * The Innella & Mickus famlhes by June |
I Innella * Deceased memembers of the Gurlich & Intranuovo Families by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Intranuovo * Richard J. & Beatrice C. Keegan by :
| Carol Kayne * Marilyn Kinahan by Mr. & Mrs. James Kinahan * Katherine Klein, Matthew Klein, & Lora Klein by Veronica & Michael Klein * I
Rlchard & Marge Koetzner, John Sheridan, Rose Visconti by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Koetzner * William Kreppein, Kitty Kreppein, Catherine |
I Kreppein, Ann Schimtuz, Grandma & Grandpa Kreppein, Roseann Lembo, Hoffmann Family, Fred & Elizabeth Brenenger by Dorothea Kreppein * :
I Linda Lackner by Joseph & Kelly Lackner * Frank, Connie & Frank Lavrigata by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lavrigata * Aaron Kabak, Carol Hurley, :
: Courtney O'Bryan, Betty Reda by Doris & Joseph Laxton * Lisa Goripow by Adrienne Hall * Hassett, Lusardi, Poggioli & Portanova Families by |
I Mr. & Mrs. John Hassett * Joseph & Anna Lusardi, Vincent & Mary Taylor, Baby Hassett, Ray & Gloria Hassett, Joe & Alice Lusardi, Ann
I Lusardi, Matt Taylor & Lester Poggioli * Kenny Famlly, John & Lean Tarantola by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kenny * Mrs. Marily Kinahan by Mr &
: Mrs. James Kinahan * George Edward Lacey, Julia Doler, Jospeh Doler, Anamaria Doler by Barbara Ann Lacey * Alfred Lapp by Natalie Lapp *
I Joseph & Minnie Latronica by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Latronica * Deceased members of the Lawrence and Parham families by Mr. & Mrs. George :
| Lawrence * Dino Marchese, Denise A. Ledwith, Helen Bellingreri by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Ledwith * The Lang & Karam families by Mr. & Mrs. - I
: Darren Lang * Deceased members of the Erhard & Lewis families by Mr. & Mrs. Brian Lewis * Lochle family, Ohanian family by Mr. & Mrs. |
I Peter Loehle * Alice & Cornelius McKinney, Julia & Daniel McCarthy by Mr. & Mrs. John Mc Kinney * Patricia & Eugent Carey, Patricia & John :
|McN1emey by Mr. & Mrs. John McNierney * Kevin McQuade, Margaret McGowan, James McGowan by MaryJane McQuade * Martin & : I
: Kathleen Mahon, Sarah Walsh by Mr. & Mrs. Martin Mahon * Lillian and Anthony POI]S by Mr. & Mrs. Edward Mahoney * Faye & John Rello, |
I Joseph & Jean Mallen by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mallen * Walter Malek, my parents, and in-laws and Lisa by Patricia Malek * Martone & Malone :
| families by Mr. & Mrs. William Malone * Deceased members of the Mamounis & Harth families by Mamounis Family * Rose Maranzano, Joseph .
: Maranzano, John Knaack by Dominick Maranzano * Baby Thomas Luigi Marchesini, Mary Marchesini, Frank Marchesini by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas |
! Marchesini * Clarke, Pollard and Mattone families by Nancy Mattone * Anthony J. Mauceri, Rosalie Mauceri, Nunziata Fascilla by Mr. & Mrs. :
| Anthony Mauceri * Moria Gennoro, Luigie Cormela, Posequole Anna Ciro by Mr. & Mrs. Vincenzo Melisi * Patricia Ann Murena by Mr. & Mrs. I
: Glenn Meyran * Benny Viccara, Thomas Stingo, Guy Saracino, Brian Boorke by Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Miro * Gennaro Concetta, Adriano |
| Morrone by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Morrone * Frank & Edith Morsellino by Mr. & Mrs. Steven Morsellino * Agnes Murphy, Jeremiah J. Murphy, :
| Marie Costa, Richard Costa by Kathleen Murphy * Living & deceased members of Anna Murphy's family by Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Murphy * John I
: Murray, Timothy Murray, John & Elizabeth Teale by Kathleen Murray * Deceased members of the Naccarato family by Joanne Naccarato * Marie |
I Jo, Olivier, Bernadette & Julie by Mr. & Mrs. Negib Nau * John F. Norris, Patrick & Julia Kennedy, Patrick F. Kennedy, Jr., Steven McDonald by
| Sheila Norris * Vito J & Carmela J. Buonanno, John & Norma Albanese, Cara Miker, Anna Rose Beaty, Chris Sayers, Josephine & AnthonyI
: Ragone by Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Nupp * John & Marion O'Brien, Jim & Ann Herrizon by Mr. & Mrs. Robert O'Brien * Mrs. Rita Vecchio, Mrs. |
| Terry D'Andrea, Bea Chiarello by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Parente * The Petsche family, the Lackner Family by Mr. & Mrs. Adolf Petsche * Raymond, :
| Theresa, Joan and Mae Pietrasinski by Linda Pietrasinski * Jospeh Lamthsion, Vincent Tondi, Anthony Pisaniello by Mr. & Mrs. Victor Pisaniello . I
* Vita Pisano, Livia Guareri by Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Pisano * Consolo, Mostel & Poggiolo famlhes by Dr. Frances Poggioli * Teresa Prendergast |
I by James Prendergast * Patricia & Patrick Quinn by Margaret Quinn * The Phillips & Raleigh families, James B. Phillips, Kristie Erin Raleigh by :
i Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Raleigh * Clara & Bill Brush, Dorothy & Bob Reinhardt, Barbara Kretkowski, Deacon Frank Cove by Mr. & Mrs. Robert
Reinhardt * Angela Mercurio, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Foley by Mr. & Mrs. Walter Rella * Artuo A. Dayrit, Baby JJ by Jerome & Mileth Reyes * Rose |
I & Jospeh Scheidecker by Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Riccio * Antoinette & Vincent Curcio, Angela & Ralph Romano by Mr. & Mrs. John Romano :
| Continued on Next Page I
S |
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| Easter Flowers donated in Loving Memory of continued... Salute & Franzese families by Mr. & Mrs. Karl Salute * The Schipano |
| family, the Sammon family, Terry, Vincent & Anna by Mr. & Mrs. James Sammon * James Santangelo, Joseph Santangelo by Mrs. Dorothyl
: Santangelo * Salvador Santiago by Mrs. Emerita Santiago * William Schaefer by Patricia Schaefer * Blanche Schutté, Katerina Rosmann Schutté, :

I John Schutté, Stanley Schutté by Alfred Schutté * Bill Serynek, Bill & Marge Serynek, Gene & Beth Gibbons by Mary Serynek * Scarola, Qurnlan |
|& Turso families by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Scarola * Schiller & Reynolds families by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schiller * Eileen Shaw, Maureen &I
Thomas Shaw, Josephine & Dennis Sugine by Michael Shaw * Jay Francis Korth, Joyce & Donald Smith by Mr. & Mrs. Brian Smith * Frances & :
| Arthur Smith, Wanda & Sylvester Marek, Sister Mary Magdalen Marek, Theresa Marek by Maureen Smith * Bridget Cunnane, John Cunnane, |
| James Cunnane by Mr. & Mrs. Henry Sonnemann * Carmela Mcdugno by Mr. & Mrs. Vincenzo Sordillo * Enrico Sorrentino, M1111e Sorrentino, |
Leonarda D'Angelo, Francesco D'Angelo by Mr. & Mrs. Jack Sorrentino * Joseph Sparacio Sr. & Jr, Marie & John Dredrich, Joan & Fred Dredrich :
by Mrs. Joseph Sparacio * Nicholas & Anna St. John, Raymond & Dolores Doulette, Richard & Joan Doulette, Jeanne Collins by Mr. & Mrs. |
|N1cholas St. John * Brian McQuade, Frank Sommers by Mr. & Mrs. Mario Strano * Mary Strobel, Edward Strobel Marion Stankamp, Bob |
- Stankamp by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Strobel * Tommaso Catanzariti, Costanza Catanzariti by Antoinette Sussman * Ada Luz Cooper by Mr. & Mrs
ITheodoropoulos * JoEllen Truskolaski, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Truskolaski, Millie Manasia, Teresa Manasia, Anthony Forgione by Mr. Franc1s|
| Truskolaski & Annettte Forgione * John & Joseph Tuccillo by Tuccillo * Louis Vecch1one Ann & Michael Mlock, Rose & Carlo Vecchione by |
Mrs Doris Vecchione * Jonathan Dillard by Mr. & Mrs. John Ventrudo * our Parents - the Pangretltsch family, the Voelker family by Mrs. Erlca
I'Voelker * The deceased members of the Walsh & Finerty families by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Walsh * Catherine Capo, Elinor Werber, Barbara |
| Werber by Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Werber * Gerard Dierker by Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Woods * Mary Chiusano, Mary Zappa by Joan Zappa I

| Easter Flowers donated in Honor of ... Mr. & Mrs. Edward Howard & Family by Mr. & Mrs. Edward Howard * All the loved ones of the |
i Buonanno, Carpentieri & Nupp families - living & deceased, Msgr. Vito A Buonanno & our Parish Priests, Fr. Jim, Fr. O'Brien & Fr. Eugene byI
Mr & Mrs. Christopher Nupp * Sullivan & Petry Families by Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Petry

:Easter Flowers donated by... Mr. & Mrs. Porfirio Garcia, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Heaney

Sign up for
the free
weekly diocesan
E-Newsletter

Subscribe today!

www.drvc.org/
newsletter

Lost and Found

If you think you have lost anything
in the church ~ phone, keys,
jewelry, etc. please check the
vestibule and then call the Parish
Center at 516-599-1269
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March

12 PM: GATHERING AT THE CHILDREN'S MEMORIAL |
INSIDE THE EMPIRE PLAZA FOR PRAYER, N\
FOLLOWED BY A MARCH TO THE STEPS OF

THE NEW YORK STATE CAPITAL FOR A RALLY

STATE ST. & WASHINGTON AVE. ALBANY, NY 12224
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$1500, S
P‘ogi';i‘,‘ts CASH
T PRIZES

%Ck Food served from Cor, fee
= Vincents Restaurant
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FUN FOR ALL!

Doors Open - 5:00 pm
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* LG UEL RPN 26 E. Lancaster Avenue, Reading PA 19607 * 610-775-5000 * 800-437-2323 * www.whitestartours.com

CHRISTMAS SIGHTS &
SOUNDS OF LANCASTER

Featuring “JOY TO THE WORLD”
& “DANIEL”

3 DAYS - 2 NIGHTS
DECEMBER 4 -6, 2024

579 double occupancy $ 559 triple occupancy
728 single occupancy All rates are per person

PACKAGE INCLUDES:

* 2 Nights Lodging

* 2 Breakfasts

* 2 Dinners incl. Amish Homestead & Miller’s Smorgasbord
* “Daniel” at the Sight & Sound Theatre (3:00 pm)

* “Joy to the World” at the American Music Theatre
* Underground Railroad Tour

* Kitchen Kettle Village

* Matthew 25 Thrift Shop

= * Souvenir Gift

- * Luggage Handling

* Taxes & Meal Gratuities

* Motorcoach Transportation

Cancellation insurance available & highly
recommended; see reverse side for details.

Trip will include guided tour of Lancaster Country’s
Underground Railroad and dinner at an Amish Homestead.

Please make checks to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish for $100 per person
dated July 1, 2024 for deposit.

Balance will be due September 20, 2024
Single ~ $628 per person
Double ~ $479 per person
Triple ~ $459 per person
Include in an envelope with your name and cell # for text.
Deposit at the Parish Office by June 1.
Questions call Ann Seccia at (516) 593-5324
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REGISTRATION FORM

ANNUAL

OUR LADY OF LOURDES

MEN’S CLUB GOLF OUTING

A Benefit Fundraiser for the School & Parish

r_ ~

.‘ 4 ‘ - ".. e
T b TR st PRI RS - S S

2 -

MONDAY, INCLUDES:
JUNE 17, 2024 Green Fees, Carts, Breakfast,

Lunch, Course Refreshments,

Lawrence Country Club Cocktail Hour, Buffet Dinner
101 Causeway, Lawrence, NY 11559 R Open Bar!

LIVE
lf;iﬂs AUCTION
PRIZES

REMEMBER - IT’S FOR THE KIDS!

REGISTER TODAY!!| s300Per pERsON

.. $275 SENIORS 52+
All are Welcome! Foursomes & Individual $125 DINNER ONLY

players will be accommodated.

Breakfast & Range @ 9AM
Shotgun Start @ 11AM

See an OLL Men’s Club Member for more info!

Golfer name(s), phone number, vest size: | SCAN QR CODE
TO PAY ONLINE -
(*Service Fee is applied) SINGLE* FOURSOME*
. Phone: Shirt Size: ___ EMAIL FOR MORE INFO:
2) Phone: Shirt Size: olimensclubgo mail.com
3) Phone: Shirt Size: FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/olimensclubmalverne

4) Phone: Shirt Size:

BECOME A SPONSOR!

Flag Sponsor $250 Cart Sponsor $500 __ ‘ '

Tee Sponsor $150 Dinner Sponsor $500 | MEN'S CLUB |

Lunch Sponsor $500 Foursome & Tee Special $1,300
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St. Joseph’s Seminary
GRADUATE THEOLOGY

COURSE OFFERINGS

Join us this summer!

Summer 2024: May 29 - July 19

Christology with Fr. John Cush, STD
July 8 -12 | 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Via Zoom and in-person at Yonkers

Introduction to the New Testament with Prof. Annmarie McLaughlin, MA
May 30 — July 11 | Tuesdays and Thursdays | 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM
Via Zoom and in-person at Yonkers

Ecclesiology with Msgr. Donald Guglielmi, STD
June 24 - 28 | 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Via Zoom

* Open to qualified
RCIA: Theology and Practice with Dr. Donna Eschenauer lay men and women,
June 4 — July 16 | Tuesdays | 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM clergy and consecrated
Hy-flex: Hybrid-Flexibility allows students to choose in-person, religious

synchronous / online, or asynchronous online learning

® Zoom in from any
Yonkers on campus | Zoom synchronous | Zoom asynchronous

location to join a class

Introduction to Liturgy with Fr. Matthew Ernest, STD » Tuition: $1,500 for three
July 15-19 | 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM credits, $500 to audit
Via Zoom and in-person at Yonkers

® 50% off for new students,
Principles of Sacred Music with Prof. Conner McCain, PhD (cand.) alumni auditors, and
May 29 — July 10 | Mondays and Wednesdays | 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM full-time (arch)diocesan
Via Zoom employees

Introduction to Church History with Fr. Michael Bruno, STD
May 30 — July 1 | Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays | 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM
Via Zoom

The Letters of Romans and Galatians with Dr. Jose Enrique Aguilar, SSD
May 29 — July 10 | Mondays and Wednesdays | 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM
Via Zoom and in-person at Yonkers

or more information, go to dunwoodie.edu/summercourses
email us at sjsacademics@dunwoodie.edu
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Taking a Stand to Understand
David G Bonagura, Jr.
thecatholicthing.org ~ May 9, 2024

Much has been said about the Millennial and Gen Z cohorts, roughly today’s 20 to 42 crowd, especially their hesitancy towards
commitment. They marry later than previous generations — if they marry at all; have driven the U.S. birthrate to dangerously low levels;
are more likely to change jobs; and less likely to own a home than their older counterparts.

And if we turn from sociology to faith, we find that this same hesitancy towards commitment is driving younger Americans away from
religion. The most cited reasons for rejecting “organized” religion are doubts about religious teachings and about God, dislike of religious
organizations, and poor experiences with religious people — all of which are often symptoms of a more basic unwillingness to give oneself
to other persons or causes. We can trace this back further to a general lack of trust that fears uncertainty and brokenness. Younger
Americans turn the old adage on its head: It is worse to love and lose, so let’s not love at all.

The desire for certainty is natural. Jesus Himself acknowledged it: “For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and
count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it?” (Luke 14:28)

But commitment does not function on the level of technical knowledge, the kind of knowledge deemed most valid in the modern world. It
cannot be calculated or manufactured because it belongs to another field of knowledge that the world and the educational establishment
have ceased to nourish.

This other field where commitment functions is belief. Joseph Ratzinger articulates the essence of belief in modern terms in his
magisterial Introduction to Christianity, which is the subject of TCT’s latest course, which begins this evening. The great theologian and
pope makes clear that belief “is ordered not to the realm of what can be or has been made. . .but to the realm of basic decisions that man
cannot avoid making.” Questions like: Whom I should marry, what I ought to do with my life, how many children should I have, where I
should live, and what I should worship? The answers are fundamental decisions that defy mathematical certainty or scientific scrutiny.

Belief, Ratzinger continues, “is entrusting oneself to that which has not been made by oneself and never could be made and which
precisely in this way supports and makes possible all our making.” That is, in order to do and understand anything, Ratzinger writes, we
have to first take a stand on some ground, which is what the Hebrew word amen signifies.

Younger Americans today, deprived of a strong religious upbringing and formed by ideologies and technologies that marginalize
questions of belief, fear commitment because they have no ground to stand on. Despite the illusion of control that their smartphones offer,
they float without rudder or compass. Hence, they are less inclined to marry, to have children, to give themselves to work and to the
community, or to go to church.

The modern world tries to lull us into believing that we can create our own meaning, our own ground to stand on. But Ratzinger’s caution
from nearly fifty years ago has been proven correct by increases in drug addiction, suicides, and generational dissatisfaction. Surveys
show that Americans are less happy than ever:

Man does not live on the bread of practicability alone; he lives as man, and, precisely in the intrinsically human part of his being, on the
word, on love, on meaning. . . .But meaning is not derived from knowledge. . . .Meaning that is self-made is in the last analysis no
meaning. Meaning, that is, the ground on which our existence as a totality can stand and live, cannot be made but only received.

Without the humility to admit that they are not their own gods, younger Americans demanding certainty will continue to drown in
uncertainty. Without the courage to take a stand on a ground that is not of their own making, they will make nothing of themselves.
Without the audacity to step outside the cave of technological knowledge, they will not know the love that God wishes to rain down on
them.

“The tool with which man is equipped to deal with the truth of being is not knowledge but understanding: understanding of the meaning to
which he has entrusted himself. And we must certainly add that ‘understanding’ only reveals itself in ‘standing,” not apart from it.”

To believe in Jesus Christ and to stand on the rock that is the Church transforms commitment from something to be feared into an
adventure to be embraced. “Christian belief is the option for the view that the receiving precedes the making,” Ratzinger observes. In
embracing Christianity we are not receiving shackles on our freedom or personal fulfillment, as the world alleges. Rather, “Christian faith
lives on the discovery that not only is there such a thing as objective meaning but that this meaning knows me and loves me, that I can
entrust myself to it.”

Ratzinger acknowledges that the believer “will repeatedly experience the darkness in which the contradiction of unbelief surrounds him
like a gloomy prison from which there is no escape.” But those fearing commitment should not see this as a ready excuse to remain in
limbo. He assures us that we have no reason to doubt the ground on which we have chosen to stand. For in professing the Christian faith,
we say, “I believe in you, Jesus of Nazareth, as the meaning (logos) of the world and of my life.”

If young people have the courage to make this commitment to Christ, all the other commitments they must make obtain meaning in the
light of eternity. But this reality they will only understand if they first take a stand.
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