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THE GUIDING LIGHT FROM THE GROTTO 
6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

JOHN 15:9-17 

THE ASCESION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

INTO HEAVEN 

This Thursday, May 9 the Church celebrates the 

Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ into Heaven.  This 

marks what is called the 40 days after Easter.  For us 

here in what is called the Ecclesial Province of New 

York That includes all Dioceses in New York State.  

This Solemnity is also celebrated in the Provinces of 

Boston, Hartford, Philadelphia and Omaha and every 

states associated with those particular Dioceses.  For 

us here in New York this day is a Holy Day of 

Obligation.  That means that as Catholics we must go to Mass this 

day unless we are sick or have other circumstances keeping us form 

going.  

 

Elsewhere throughout the United States, this Solemnity is 

celebrated on Sunday May 12, 2024.  What gives us an advantage 

here is that we can celebrate all the Sundays of the Easter Season 

including the 7th Sunday of Easter and cover the Scriptures 

associated with it.  This I think gives us a fuller experience of the 

power of the Lord’s resurrection in our lives.    

 

Masses for the Holy Day of Obligation for the Ascension are 

as follows:  

Wednesday May 8: 5:00pm, Thursday May 9: 6:45 am, 

9:00am, 7:30pm.   

 

What is Ascension?   

The Ascension marks the completion of Jesus’ historical ministry 

and the beginning of our own commission to proclaim the Gospel. 

We do not do this on our own authority. We undertake our mission 

“through the Holy Spirit” and manifest the Holy Spirit through our 

works of faith, prayer and charity. We must always remember that 

the mission is not our own but that of Christ’s. Our continuing the 

mission to proclaim the Gospel (Ascension) is always in the light of 

the risen Christ (Easter) and empowered by the Spirit (Pentecost). 

Easter, Ascension, Pentecost known as the  Paschal Mystery are all 

one mystery. We celebrate this at each Mass every Sunday and 

weekday.   

 

We participate in Christ’s ministry by proclaiming the Gospel from 

the time of His Ascension into Heaven where He remains at the 

Father’s right hand until he comes again to judge the living and the 

dead. It is at this time that the period ordained by God for the 

Church’s children to increase and multiply, comes to a completion.  

Christ will come back in the same body with which he Ascended as 

the Lord of Heaven and earth.   

 

Even though Jesus is in Heaven, He has not left us. Our Redeemer’s 

visible presence has passed into the sacraments. Our faith is now 

nobler and stronger because sight has been replaced by a doctrine 

whose authority is accepted by believing hearts and enlightened 

from on high. 

In the Gospel of John Jesus tells us:  

Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will 

also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 

works than these, because I am going to the Father. 

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 

remind you of all that I have said to you.  And you will 

do greater works than me. (John 14:12) Why? Because 

He is no longer limited as He was as a human being 

while still being God on earth. Now,  Jesus Christ is in 

all of us, the sacraments and the Church.   Here is a 

great reflection on what the Ascension now means for us today.  

 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours; 

No Hands but yours; 

No feet but yours: 

Yours are the eyes through which Christ’s compassion looks 

out into the world; 

Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good; 

Yours are the hands with which he is to bless now. 

St. Theresa of Avila - Poem 

 

NOVENA TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Join us at 8:30 am from Friday May 10 thru Saturday May 18 for 

the Novena to the Holy Spirit. This is the oldest Novena that the 

Church has sanctioned us to pray. If you cannot join us go to 

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/novena-to-the-holy

-spirit-for-the-seven-gifts-309 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 

Our Season of First Holy Communion has drawn to a close. It 

commenced with our Religious Education program on Saturday, 

April 20th, and wrapped up yesterday, Saturday, May 4th, with our 

School. It's always heartening to witness the eager anticipation of 

our second graders and some older children as they yearn for the 

Bread of Life, nourishment for their souls. Congratulations to our 

students, parents, and families on this significant milestone. We 

look forward to seeing you on Sundays!  

 

MONTH OF MAY ~ MARY OUR MOTHER 

May is traditionally dedicated to honoring Mary, the Blessed 
Mother, in a special way. We invite you and your family to join us 
in prayer by reciting the Rosary together at 8:30 am on weekdays. 
On Mother’s Day, May 12th, at the 9:00 am Mass, we will have the 
Parish May Crowning, a beautiful tribute to our Blessed Mother. 
We welcome you to join our First Communicants for this special 
event. The Month of Mary begins with a feast day honoring her 
spouse, St. Joseph the Worker, on May 1st. Additionally, our 
School will be crowning the Blessed Mother on Wednesday, May 
15th, at 10:30 am. 

May God bless you and Mary keep you and your families always. 
Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us! 

Fr. Jim 
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Mass Schedule  
Monday  through Saturday  
9:00 am and live-streamed  

 

Weekend Masses  
Saturday ~ 5:00 pm  

Sunday:  7:30 am, 9:00 am,                                     
10:30 am ~ live-streamed 

12:00 pm, 5:00 pm 
 

Confession  
Saturday ~ 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm  

Masks must be worn.   
Confessions will be heard behind the screen for the  
protection of both the penitent and the confessor. 

 

 

Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
65 Wright Avenue, Malverne, NY 

Pastor:  Rev. James T. Stachacz  
  (516) 599-1269 ~ Fax: (516) 231-6750  
  fatherjim@ollchurchmalverne.org  
Parish Website: OLLChurchMalverne.org  
 
Parish Center: Jennifer Prizzi, Business Manager 
 Laura Larsen, Parish Administrative Assistant 
  (516) 599-1269  
  rectoryoffice@ollchurchmalverne.org  

Parish Center Office Hours:   
Monday to Friday:   

9:00 am to 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm   
Saturday and Sunday:  9:00 am to 1:00 pm   

 
Music Ministry Team:  
                                Tess Austin, Stephen Harth, and 
 Christine Solimeno 
  sharth5620@ollmalverne.org 
Youth Director:   Linda Baldacchino  
Maintenance: Kevin Dieck  
 Rocco Bruzzese  

 
Religious Education:  
Mary Lasar, Director  

marylasar@ollchurchmalverne.org 
Marybeth Malone, Secretary  

marybethmalone@ollchurchmalverne.org 
(516) 599-7222 

Religious Education Office Hours  
Monday to Friday:  9:30 am to 3:15 pm ~ Parish Center  
Tuesday & Wednesday:  3:30 pm to 5:30 pm ~ School  

Saturday:  9:30 am to 10:30 am ~ School   
 

School Office  
Stephen Harth, Principal  ~ sharth5620@ollmalverne.org 

Magdalen Hamilton-Roldan, Administrative Assistant  
(516) 599-7328 ~ Fax:  (516) 231-1440  

www.OLLMalverne.org 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, May 4th  ~ Easter Weekday 
5:00 pm Rose & Paul Mamounis & Margaret Rose Harth (d) 
 
Sunday, May 5th ~ Sixth Sunday of Easter 
7:30 am Mary & Frank Skelly (d)  
9:00 am Kathleen Sage (d)  
10:30 am Robert Enriquez & Sindo Enriquez (d)  
12:00 pm Grace Riccio (d) 
 Martin Francis O’Sullivan (d) 
 William C. McCoy, Jr.  (d) 
 Josephine Seibert  (d) 
 Richard Ware, Sr. (d)    
5:00 pm John & Nora Conaghan (d) 
     
Monday, May 6th ~ Easter Weekday 
9:00 am Peter F. Zullo (d) 
  
Tuesday, May 7th ~ Easter Weekday 
9:00 am Eileen Herzich (d) 
7:30 pm Nurses Mass 
 
Wednesday, May 8th ~ Easter Weekday 
9:00 am Blanca & Julio Diaz (d) 
5:00 pm Bill Serynek (d) 
 
Thursday, May 9th ~ Ascension Of The Lord 
6:45 am For The People of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
9:00 am Rosemary Schwer (d) 
7:30 pm Josephine Seibert (d) 
    
Friday, May 10th ~ Easter Weekday 
9:00 am  James Algozzini (d) 
 
Saturday, May 11th ~ Easter Weekday 
9:00 am Louise Baker (d) 
 Gail Piscatel (d) 
 Philip A. Solinto (d) 
 Peter Noonan (d)    
 For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
5:00 pm Dominick & Angelina Indevaio (d) 
 
Sunday, May 12th ~  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
7:30 am For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
9:00 am Brian Dowling  (d)  
10:30 am Jennie Mangiola (d)  
12:00 pm Miguel Angel Cruz (d) 
 Lucy Incontro (d) 
 Rose Scheidecker (d) 
 Jospeh Grogan (d) 
 Birthday Blessings for Joselyne Etheart    
5:00 pm Rosemarie Motto (d) 

Wedding Times 
Fridays ~ 2:30 PM and 4:30 PM 
Saturdays ~ 1:00 PM & 3:00 PM 
Sundays ~ Ceremonies preferred 
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Welcome Newly 
Baptized! 

Aaron Emanuel Cabrera 

Grace McTague Hudson 

Luna Javiera Gomez 

Madison Clair Aresta 

Leonardo John Lucatuorto 

Gaetano Causi 

Colin Winston Hayes 
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Reflection for Next Sunday 
The Ascension of the Lord 

May 12, 2024 
 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11  

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23 or 4:1-13  

Gospel Reading: Mark 16:15-20  

Jesus is taken to heaven, and the disciples go forth to preach 
as Jesus commanded.  

Family Connection 

 It can be very important whom we sit next to. Any family 
that has tried to sit down to a family dinner or packed the 
car for a trip has heard children argue at least once about 
who should sit where. To sit next to someone, especially if 
that person is important, is to have a place of honor. Jesus 
has this place of honor seated at God’s right hand, but 
there’s more to this metaphor than where Jesus sits in 
relation to God. To be in the place of honor is also to be in a 
place of power. Knowing people in powerful places can be 
helpful. Our children remind us of this each time we are 
called upon to referee a conflict. Jesus, honored at God’s 
right hand, is a powerful ally for us. 

  As you gather as a family, recall a time when there was a 
discussion, or perhaps even an argument, about where 
people were going to sit. Talk about why it might be 
important to a person to sit in a particular place. Observe 
that in today’s Gospel we will learn about Jesus’ place in 
heaven. Read together today’s Gospel, Mark 16:15-20. Talk 
about what we might learn about the relationship between 
God and Jesus from today’s Gospel and what we learn about 
Jesus’ relationship to us. Observe that one of the things we 
learn is that Jesus continues to help us from this place of 
honor in heaven. Pray together the Apostles’ Creed. 

In your prayers please remember the sick 
and hospitalized members of our parish  

John Barry 
Baby Katie Cappell 

Rose Ciasulli 
Kevin Connolly 

Rev. Richard Donovan 
Deacon John Governale 

Richard Governale 
Joan Havern 
Sue Kielson 

Jeanette C. Larsen 
Michael Malone 
Paul McGregor 

Evelyn Muhammad 
Emily Parini 

John Rotondi 
Bill Vogric 

Kurt Werber 
 

The names will remain for six consecutive weeks unless 
the Parish Office is notified. 

Pray for Priests  

God, our Father, please send us holy priests, all 
for the Sacred and Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, all 
for the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
in union with St. Joseph. We pray that the 
Blessed Mother wrap her mantle around your 

priests, and through her intercession strengthen them for 
their ministry. We pray that Mary will guide your priests to 
follow her own words, “Do whatever He tells you.” (Jn 2:5) 
May your priests be holy, filled with the fire of Your love, 
seeking nothing but Your greater glory and the salvation of 
souls. Amen. 

 Sunday Rev. Gilbert Lap 
 Monday Rev. Henry Reid 
 Tuesday Rev. Kenneth Zach 
 Wednesday Rev. Robert Kuznik 
 Thursday          Rev. Jose Perez 
 Friday Rev. Joseph Gaspar 
 Saturday For Priests Families 

Grant eternal peace to those whom You 

called unto Yourself, O Lord. 

James P. Gilligan 

Catherine Harris 

Frank J. Sparacio 

John R. Fiorillo 

Joseph Kellett 

Wedding Banns  

Banns II 

Daniel DiFede ~ Our Lady of Lourdes,  

Malverne, NY 

and 

Paula Jael Contreras ~ Our Lady of Lourdes, 

Malverne, NY  

Spiritual Adoption Prayer 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very much. I beg  

you to spare the life of the unborn child I have 

spiritually adopted, who is in danger of abortion. 

For more information, please call: 

Deer Park (631) 243-0066 
Hempstead (516) 408-6300 
Massapequa (516) 798-9100 
Smithtown (631) 656-0441 
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Upcoming Events 

Thursday, May 16 

Afternoon Tea, Serving Finger Sandwiches 

1:00 pm ~ Church Hall 

Bring your favorite Teacup 

For fun wear a pretty tea party hat 

 

Thursday, June 20 

Mommas House Baby Shower 

7:00 pm ~ Church Hall 

Please bring a baby gift 

(Girl, Boy or Both) 

and 

YOUR favorite baby picture 

Want to learn more about our Rosary 
Altar Society? Come to one of our events!  

 
Thrift Shop 

The Thrift Shop is open every Wednesday 

9:30 am - 2:30 pm and the 1st and 3rd Saturday 

of every month 9:30 am to 12:30 pm  

All Rosary Altar Society Members 

As a group, please try to attend 10:30 am Mass 

on the first Sunday of each month. 

The first few rows by the Blessed Mother Statue 

will be roped off. 

A donation to our church is a beautiful way to 
remember, honor or give thanks for loved ones.  

   
 Church Flowers:   

Altar Flowers:  $100   Tabernacle Flowers:  $60                                                                         
Flowers by Blessed Mother Statue:  $30                                               

Flowers by St. Joseph Statue:  $30      
                                                   

Memorials  
Altar Bread:  $25 ~ Altar Wine:  $25  

Sanctuary Lamp:  $25  
 

An acknowledgement of your donation 
will appear  

in the Sunday bulletin.   
No flowers during the Advent and  

Lenten seasons only.   
Memorials available throughout the year.  

  
Please come to the Parish Center to make arrangements. 

Bulletin Reflection 

In today’s readings, we are told about the 
importance of love-and we are called to love others 

as well. 

Pro Life Corner 

Every human being is always unique and unrepeatable– 
someone thought of from eternity by God. In the 

beginning God created ..me! The days of my life were 
recorded in God’s Book even before I was born. Thank 

you, Mom, for not aborting me.  

Parish Mission Statement 
We, the parish family of Our Lady of Lourdes, are 

a faith-filled people who welcome all to join us 

as we listen to the Word of God and celebrate 

the Eucharist together. We encourage each other to grow 

in Christ as we use our God-given gifts to 

serve the people of our community. 

Through the Holy Spirit we are inspired 

through our Patroness, Our Lady of Lourdes, and 

we strive to imitate her charity and love 

in making the will of God our own. 

Our Parishioners  
Serving in the Military  

Please keep all our Military and 
Support Personnel in your prayers, especially:  

United States Navy  United States Army  
LT Geoff Hendrick Major Thomas Barrett 
LCDR Ryan Patrick Mahon  Spec Lotachukwu Okoye 
LCDR Tara Mahoney Spec Tucker Andrew  Peterson                                                                                                      
 2nd LT Katherine L. Macaluso  
  
 United States Air Force  United States Marine Corps 
1st Lt. William F. Cosgrove L Cpl Kristofer Katzenberger 
PFC Joseph M. Macaluso LT Sam Olive         
           
“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect them as 
they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts they perform for us in our time of need.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior.  Amen.”  
Please let us know if any of our Military and Support Personnel have 
returned home safely, so that we may update our prayer list. 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society 

In the Gospel today, Jesu says to us, 

“This is my commandment: love one 

another as I have loved you… You are 

my friends if you do what I command 

you.” 

By your gift to the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul you fulfill this commandment. 

 

We will now be making home visitations for 

those in need of our services.  

Please contact us at 

rectoryoffice@ollchurchmalverne.org 

or call (516) 599-1269 

 

Food Pantry 

Spaghetti/Pasta, Progresso, Campbells, and Ramen 

Soups, Canned Fruit, Jelly, Rice A Roni, Canned 

Carrots, Canned Spinach, Bathroom Tissue 

Supporting Our Parish 

In these challenging times, special gratitude is expressed to 

those who are able to support Our Lady of Lourdes Parish. 
 

Ways to Give 

In Person: At Mass during the collection or dropped 

off at the Parish Center. 

 

By Mail: Mail to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 

65 Wright Avenue, Malverne, NY 11565 

 

Online: Using PayPal or Credit Card for fast & 

secure contribution, visit: 

www.ollchurchmalverne.org 

(Will be reflected the following month) 

 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS 

 Budget 4/28/24  4/30/23 

Weekly    

Collection $13,476 $13,850 $12,338 

 
Altar Server Schedule 

May 11th ~ May 18th 

Saturday: 5:00 pm: James Darcy 

  Cate Darcy 

Sunday: 7:30 am: Keegan Portsmore 

  Keira Regan  

 9:00 am: Caitlyn Carew 

  Clara Lang 

 10:30 am: William Frohne 

  Abigail Rudden 

 12:00 pm: Duggan McKeon 

  Luke McKeon 

 5:00 pm: Reagan Cruz 

  Ava Intal 

The Altar Bread and Altar Wine                            

have been donated for the                       

living intentions of  

Fanette Philemy 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns 

for the living intentions of 

Fanette Philemy 

Diocese of Rockville Centre  

Catholic Ministries Appeal 2024 Parish Totals 

 Goal:  $75,000.00 ~ Pledges:  $40,265.00 

Donors:  98 ~ Payments:  $29,038.00 

The Flowers by The Blessed Mother 

Statue have been donated for the 

living intentions of  

Fanette Philemy 

The Flowers by St. Joseph’s 

Statue have been donated  for 

the living intentions of   

Fanette Philemy 
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St. Monica’s 

Intercessory & Special 

Needs Prayer Group 

As we are made in God’s 

image, so may we live in God’s 

Likeness. 

Saturday, May 9th 2024
 

Come pray for those you love to 

”Come Home to the Catholic Faith” 

 All Are Welcome 

 
IN THE CHURCH HALL AFTER 9 AM MASS 

 

Together we will pray for the 

conversion of all God’s children, by 

entrusting them to God Our Father, 

through the intersession of Our 

Blessed Mother and St. Monica.  

We also pray prayers for those with 

special needs. 

For further information contact: 

Peg Hannan 887-3390 

 

Join us in prayer in the Church Hall every 

4th Saturday or list the names of those that 

you would like us to pray for, return to 

the Parish Center or place in the 

collection basket: 

 

————————————————————————— 

————————————————————————— 

————————————————————————— 

————————————————————————— 
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Religious Education News 
This Week at OLL Parish  

 

Monday, May 6  

9:00 am ......... Legion of Mary ...................................... Parish Center Room #2 

11:30 am ....... OLL School Teachers.................... Parish Center Dining Room 

4:30 pm ......... Cub Scout Troop 24 - Wolf Den .............................. Church Hall 

5:30 pm ......... Brownie Troop 2101 ................................................. Church Hall 

7:30 pm ......... Pre-Baptismal Program .............. Parish Center Dining Room 

 

Tuesday, May 7 

9:30 am ......... SVDP ........................................................ Parish Center Room #2 

11:30 am ....... OLL School Teachers.................... Parish Center Dining Room 

1:30 pm ......... Scripture Study ............................. Parish Center Dining Room 

7:00pm .......... GRASP .......................................................................... Church Hall 

7:30 pm ......... Nurses Mass ........................................................................Church 

7:15 pm ......... CoDA ............................................... Parish Center  Dining Room 

 

Wednesday, May 8 

9:30am .......... Wed. Words of Wisdom ............................................. Church Hall 

9:30 am - 2:30 pm ...................................................................... RAS Thrift Shop 

11:30 am ....... OLL School Teachers.................... Parish Center Dining Room 

2:45pm .......... Cub Scout Troop 24 - Bear Den.............................. Church Hall 

7:00pm .......... Move Night .................................................................. Church Hall 

7:30 pm ......... AA ..................................................... Parish Center Dining Room 

 

Thursday, May 9 

11:30 am ....... OLL School Teachers.................... Parish Center Dining Room 

12:00 pm ...... Adoration .............................................................................Church 

6:00 pm ......... GS Troop 2330 ........................................................... Church Hall 

7:00 pm ......... Knitting Club ................................. Parish Center Dining Room 

 

Friday, May 10 

9:30 am ......... SVDP ........................................................ Parish Center Room #2 

7:30 pm ......... AA ..................................................... Parish Center Dining Room 

 

Saturday,  May 11 

11:00 am ....... Boy Scouts Pack 12 ................................................... Church Hall 

7:30 pm ......... AA ..................................................... Parish Center Dining Room 

 

Sunday,  May 12 

9:00 am ......... Family Mass & May Crowning.................. Church/Church Hall 

10:00 am ....... OCIA ................................................ Parish Center Dining Room 

"Religion and Rock"  

Tune into “Religion and Rock”  with Msgr. 
Jim Vlaun on Sunday from 7:00 am—8:00 
am on WBAB 102.3 FM or 95.3 FM on Long 
Island’s East End.  Listen on Saturdays at 
11:00 pm on Sirius Radio, Channel 159, the 
Catholic Channel and at 11:00 pm on XM 
Satellite, Channel 117. Next Sunday’s theme is 
“Parenting” Don’t miss it! 

May Events 

                                                                                                                             

Saturday, May 18th and Sunday, May 19th there will be 

a Ministry Fair following all the Masses both days.  

Please stop by the booths and see what opportunities are 

available to become part of Our Lady of Lourdes. 

 

Congratulations to our Religious Education students 

who received the Eucharist for the first time this past 

Saturday.  May this be the first of many times that 

they and their families receive the Body and Blood of 

Jesus Christ into their bodies.  We invite all of our 

students to participate in the May crowning at the 

9:00 am Mass May 12 and to wear their Fist 

Communion attire once again,  It  is such a special 

occasion! 

 

7th Grade Confirmation Preparation Students: 

We are approaching the end of our Religious Education 

year. This is a firm reminder that many of you owe us 

Mass sheets and service sheets for this year. Please 

submit all outstanding paperwork to the Religious 

Education Office no later than JUNE 7th, 2024.  If you 

are not aware of what is owed to the Religious Education 

Office, please contact us immediately. If your first year of 

Confirmation Preparation is incomplete, you cannot begin 

your second year of preparation. 

 

Re-Registration for 2024/2025 Religious 

Education Program 

Re-registration forms will be mailed to our families who 

are currently participating in our Religious Education 

Program. Please complete the form and return it to us at 

your earliest convenience.  If any changes need to be 

made, please update the form accordingly.  If you are 

joining our program for the first time, please contact the 

office at (516) 599-7222 or email us at 

ollreled@gmail.com for specifics regarding Religious 

Education and for a NEW Registration Form. 

All parishioners are invited to volunteer to be a part of the 

offertory procession at the Mass which you attend. 

This may be especially appropriate if the Mass is 

being offered for a relative or friend. Please see one 

of the Ushers before Mass begins to make your 

intention known.  
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Congratulations to the following student 

that has exhibited academic excellence 

for the Third Quarter of the academic 

year at Our Lady of Mercy Academy! 

Emma Revlock ~ Principal’s List  

Congratulations to the following 

Members of St. Francis Preparatory 

School for receiving Honor Roll Status 

during the Third Quarter! 

Jexina Barra  

Julie Chen  

Analiese Mathieu 

 

 

Congratulations to the following 

Chaminade H.S. students who 

achieved Third Trimester  

Honor Roll Status.  

 

Freshman 

Owen P. Mullane 

 

Sophomore 

James.  F. Darcy ~ William J. Frohne 

Brian P. Guiheen ~ Aidan J. Hynes 
Conrad J. Kramer 

 

Junior 

Thomas J. Baldacchino ~ Owen M. Brennan 
James D. Castrofilippo ~ Quinn T. Gillen 

Richard J. Gunther ~ Robert P. Lawler 
Aloysius D. Pfeffer ~ Keegan T. Portsmore 

Colin C. Sullivan 

“Parents should teach children to 
avoid the compromising and 

degrading influences which threaten human 
societies.” - Catechism of the Catholic Church 

(CCC) 2224 
 
Sexual orientation and gender ideology have been added to the 

traditional definition of sex as male and female for the purposes 

of Title IX of the 1972 Federal Education Amendments.  Title IX 

gave women equal opportunities to men in sports, scholarships, 

and programs in schools by preventing discrimination in 

activities and programs which receive federal funding. 

 

The administration’s changes to Title IX, as of Aug.1, 2024, will 

conflict with the religious beliefs of millions of Americans whose 

faiths teach that God created two sexes, male and female. 

Teachers and students whose religious beliefs in this regard 

differ from this newly mandated definition will be at risk of 

discipline, termination and religious discrimination if they 

continue to live and exercise their faith as set forth in the 1st 

Amendment. 

 

The new rule equates self-chosen gender identity with God-

given biological sex and says that a person’s self-chosen gender 

identity cannot prevent their participation in any education 

program or activity.  Attorneys studying the redefinitions foresee 

that the rule will not allow separate bathrooms, locker rooms, 

and housing for biological males and females and that women’s 

sports will be endangered.  The rule will give legal support to 

those state and local governments that are already making 

policy and forcing adherence to these cultural influences. 

  

Following the same ideology, New York state will vote this Nov.5 

on a state Constitutional amendment to expand the equal 

protection clause of the New York state constitution. That clause 

currently protects from discrimination by race, color, creed or 

religion.  Proposed changes would add protected categories of 

age, gender identity, gender expression, reproductive healthcare 

and autonomy. 

 

The federal Title IX redefinitions and proposed New York state’s 

constitutional amendment are seen by many as cultural 

bombs… imposing an ideology that denies millions of Americans 

important and basic religious beliefs as well as their right to live 

their faith and educate their children in their faith. 

 

As summarized by an attorney familiar with these issues, “These 

redefinitions at the federal and state levels are the same in their 

intent.  However, because one is a federal law and the other a 

state constitutional amendment, they can be weaponized in 

different ways by different government entities and private 

citizens, with different penalties and civil damages that can be 

levied in different regulatory and judicial forums.  So, they open 

a multi-front war. That dangerous fact should not be 

underestimated.” 

 
Read more:  https://tinyurl.com/yxhj623w     https://
tinyurl.com/yc5durn7   https://tinyurl.com/47fuyzcb     
https://tinyurl.com/yuaeed3n   https://
tinyurl.com/3m5zv5ku 

Focus on Religious Freedom 
www.cffor.org 

https://tinyurl.com/yxhj623w
https://tinyurl.com/yc5durn7
https://tinyurl.com/yc5durn7
https://tinyurl.com/47fuyzcb
https://tinyurl.com/3m5zv5ku
https://tinyurl.com/3m5zv5ku
about:blank
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